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Empire ?      Does it include all Oriental Jewry ?    Or even
European Jewry ? 1
Apart from the effect of Saed ad-Daula on Jewry, he seems
to have had a positive attitude towards Judaism. On account
of the lack of contemporary Hebrew documents,2 to be sure,
we do not know how far he devoted or needed to devote
himself to Jewish affairs in his capacity as Vizier.3 But we
learn from a number of facts that he possessed a strongly
developed Jewish consciousness. 2s~ot only is the fact
characteristic that he remained a Jew, but also the manner
in which his brothers, Mnsmen, and coreligionists were borne
in mind in filling posts in the administration. According to
"Wassaf * he even strove consciously to raise the prestige of
the Jewish people throughout the world. Ghazi b. al-Wasiti 5
1 The Jewish historian Graetz, Geachichte der Juden, voL vii, pp. 1SS ff.,
and Note 10, pp. 419 ff., -wishes to connect the Jewish Immigration, tendency
indicated by Bar Hebrseus with the emigration movement to Palestine
and Asia in general which hegan at that time from Germany and "Western
Europe, and under the influence of which the renowned Rabbi Meir of
Rothenburg prepared to take the wanderer's staff in hand. See also Zimmels,
Beitroege zur Cfeschichte der Juden in Deutschland im 13 Jdhrhunderi, Wien,
1926, p. 4, and L. Baeck, Habbi Meir aus Jtothen&urg* Frankfurt-axn-Main,
1895. Nonetheless, no source worthy of the name has yet been produced
to show that the news of Sa*d ad-Daula's rise had reached Europe at that
period.
- Although, it has not yet been possible to find reference to Sa*d ad-Daula
in any Hebrew source, various attempts have been made to identify lifm
•with one or other ** exalted person " of the thirteenth century on the basis
of a Hebrew Geniza fragment. Graetz, loc. cit., identifies a certain
Mordekhai b. al-Kharabiya with him; but the assumption that Sa'd
ad-Daula was named Mordekhai has no grounds. The investigations of Israel
iLevi, " Le tombeau de Mardochee et d'Esther," jRJ?J_, Paris, 1898, voL 36,
pp. 237-255, are based on this identification by Graetz. Poznanski, JBabyl.
Geonim, p. 9, also discards this identification. Cf. Steinsehneider, JQlt. xii,
p, 129. There are also no grounds for A. Marmorsteio's attempt (Jewish
Guardian, London, 9th August, 1929, pp. 7—8) to identify Saed ad-Daula
with a Baghdad ExHarch.
s It seems that there were no relations between Sa'd ad-Daula and the
contemporary leaders of the Mesopotamia^ Jewish community, the Eadlarch
David b. Daniel of Mosul or the Gaon Samuel b. Daniel ha-Koben of
Baghdad ; cf. Poznanski, BabyL Geonim, pp. 121-2.
* Wassaf, foL 19S6.
5 Ed. GottheU, p. 410, foL 2So-d.

